Report on activities in the years 2014/2015 in Slovak Republic ( 14 aug 2015)

Educational activities

· Lectures on the most important oncological conferences 

· Oncological conference, Oct. 2014, Bratislava, Slovak republic 

· Oncological conference Nov. 2014 Košice, Slovak republic

· Mediforum Oncological Conference november 2014
· Local educational postgraduate courses (geriatric oncology)

· Jun 2014, Bratislava, Slovak republic

Publications

· Contribution to Slovak Clinical Oncology Comprehensive  Book about diagnosis and treatment strategy in LUNG   Cancer (chapter about geriatric oncology) 

· Textbook about Cardiooncology (chapter about geriatric oncology) 

· Comprehensive review on geriatric oncology in local medicine journal „Onkologia“  “ Farmakoterapia  in Slovak language ,/2013 / 2014
Organization Activities 

· Section of geriatric oncology as part of Slovak oncological society is working continuously

· Current number of members 53, unfortunately it has not  increased

· Preparing the first independent Slovak conference in geriatric oncology (canceled for low interest of oncologists and society  2013,2014). 

· Information from SIOG was introduced to national government and especially to ministry of health (but the most important information about geriatric oncology personally to ministry of health and for public via media a g a I n ,however,it did not draw the interest). 

· Education on geriatric oncology we introduce in the curricula for medical education in the years 2009 up to now based on experience from Oncology Institute in Košice  and  we  now as well organize  education activity on the postgraduate  level  too in Commenius university of Bratisalava
· We have mentioned the shortage of specialist oncologists/geriatricians to ministry of health once  a g a i n
Plans

· Incorporate recommendations for treatment of elderly patients into national oncology guidelines

· Strengthen cooperation between Czech and Slovak Republic in the field of geriatric oncology.

· Organize postgraduate educational course on geriatric oncology with SIOG speakers

· Induce the specific position of geriatric oncology in the health care system in our country

· Spread geriatric oncology in the curricula for medical and nursing education, both during studies and post-graduate education for all national institutions again

· Recruit our patients into international clinical studies for elderly 

Problems

· Public media are not interesting about this topic (geriatric oncology)  henceforward

· Gathering support for scientific activities from EU and other organizations is very complicated or impossible

· Acquisition of new SIOG members is difficult, affected by economical and political instability  and this situation was worse  in   2014 worse than before.

· We prepared model for organuizatiom of geriatric oncology care in Slovakia

ass. prof. Wagnerová Mária, MD, PhD

National representative in Slovak Republic

Model for organization of geriatric oncology care in Slovakia

In my opinion background of our National organization on the field of geriatric oncology is possibility and stability for our political and economical situation. It is the head stone our successful work.
We have collected by section of geriatric oncology some information about organization of the care of oncology seniors.

The situation is not satisfactory. So for establishment the future models are necessary:

· Increase public awareness to the worldwide cancer in the elderly 
· Political (Health ministries, international organizations)

· Medical societies

· Advocacy networks, media, to develop a more positive image of older cancer patients

For this activity help from the ministry is needed.  Integration of geriatric oncology in the curricula for medical and nursing education, both during studies and post-graduate education. 

In Slovak Oncology Institute in Bratislava and Košice we integrate geriatric oncology in the curricula for medical education both during studies and post-graduate education. Address the shortage of specialist oncologists/geriatricians ,  

· Develop/support specific training programs

· Increase/develop funding to foster academically oriented specialists able to address the population not targeted by traditional oncology studies

Specific geriatric-oncology program is only under preparation because we haven’t oncology-geriatric specialist. We propagate the US geriatric-oncology models.

Develop interdisciplinary geriatric oncology clinics, especially in academic institutions and comprehensive cancer centers. At this time it is in our country imposible.

Integrate geriatric evaluation (comorbidity included) into oncology decision-making and guidelines.

It is under preparation. We founded section of geriatric-oncology as part of Slovak Oncological Society with cooperation of Slovak Geriatric Society. We have 53 members.

The Multidimensional Geriatric Evaluation (MGE) is generally recommended but not used in all departments where are oncological patients  are treated .Performed almost in all Departments, but not in all consecutive cases .

Developing multidisciplinary clinics or integrated approaches between oncologists and geriatricians.

Cooperation between oncologists and geriatrics in our country is on the developed level.

I think the existent score system for vulnerable and frailty patients is possible for use to evaluation of vulnerability of oncology patients.

 Increasing the relevance of clinical trials for older patients:

· Requiring large phase III trials to oversample older cancer patients in order reach a meaningful percentage of their cohorts, and to build their analyses to provide results specific and pertinent to this population.

· To recruit some new patients to clinical trials with evaluation of high level of comorbidity or functionel impairments is very important, but for as no possible. 

Promoting multidisciplinary basic/translational research on the interface of aging and cancer. For this is necessary to receive support for scientific activities from EÚ and other organizations. The basic points   in the description of one or more national or continental models  are for as acceptable.
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