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GERIATRIC ONCOLOGY 
in REPUBLIC OF KOREA

- the fastest aging country
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Korean Cancer Study Group Geriatric Oncology Working Party

Introduction

Korea is one of the fastest aging country in the world (Fig 1). It is expected to become super-aged society in the year of 2026. Cancer is the

leading cause of death in the elderly in Korea, and more than 50% of cancer patients are elderly. Yet, research on cancer in older population

are very limited. Analysis of 2009 HIRA (health insurance review and assessment) sample data revealed that older patients receive less

surgery, more ICU care compared to younger patients, warranting public awareness of the problem and more researches. Korean studies

were few in number, small numbered, mostly retrospective studies on patient profile and treatment patterns. Lack of prospective cohort

studies, clinical trials and geriatric assessment studies call for special attention and prioritization on those types of studies. KCSG Geriatric

Oncology Working Party was founded in 2013 to facilitate research and education in the field of GO in Korea.

Education/Research/Clinical Activities

Korean Cancer Study Group Geriatric Oncology Working Party (Fig. 2)

- Core research agenda identified via National R&D Program for Cancer Control, Ministry for Health and Welfare (Fig. 3)

- Two prospective multicenter studies ongoing by KCSG (Fig. 4, 5)

- KCSG PC 13-09: 19-center prospective study to develop Korean model to predict chemotherapy toxicity : 256 patients enrolled

- KCSG ST 13-10: randomized phase 3 trial comparing monotherapy vs combination chemotherapy in advanced gastric cancer

- First publication from KCSG - GO Working Party: KG-7 (screening tool of KCSG) Plos One 2015;10(9):e0138304 (Fig. 6)

- Distribution of GA and KG-7 to multiple regions of Korea via Geriatric Assessment education workshop (Fig. 7)

- Big data analysis to evaluate treatment pattern, survival in Korean elderly cancer patients ongoing (gastric/colorectal/lung cancer)

- Geriatric Oncology Education workshop to be held in 2016 Feb, by KCSG

- Regular bi-annual meetings to facilitate multicenter clinical trial & research collaboration

Korean model of Oncogeriatric approach – multidisciplinary GO clinic (Fig. 8)

- 4~5 doctors gather together with patient & family for therapeutic decision making : GA done before & after the clinic

- Medical oncologist / Surgical oncologist / Radiation oncologist / Geriatrician / Radiologist/ Geriatric nurse are core members

Future action items: develop standardized geriatric intervention program

develop Korean version of oncogeriatric care model, promotion of multidisciplinary GO clinic

develop Korean GO guideline

collaboration with other societies: Korean Geriatrics Society, Korean Cancer Association

Conclusions

KCSG Geriatric Oncology Working Party was founded to facilitate GO research, education and to increase public awareness of

importance of cancer in the elderly in Korea. Many exciting activities are in progress and any collaborative ideas are welcome!
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